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CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

Please amend claims 1, 17, 30 and 46 as follows: 

SEP 1 9 



IN THE CLAIMS 



1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for processing data comprising: 
receiving a first biometric data and a first personal key; 

processing the first biometric data [[and]] combined with the first personal key through an 
irreversible cryptographic algorithm to form a first processed data; 

receiving a second biometric data and a second personal key; 

processing the second biometric data [[and]] combined with the second personal key 
through the irreversible cryptographic algorithm to form a second processed data; 

eliminating all storage or trace of the first and second biotnetric data a nd personal keys in an 
unprocessed form; 

comparing the second processed data to the first processed data , without accessing the first 
and second processed data in an unprocessed_fo_nn. in order to enable authentication of the first and 
second biometric data and personal keys in a confidential manner : and 

generating a signal pertaining to the comparison of the second processed data to the first 
processed data for use in an authentication process , 

2. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 further comprising generating a first variant from 
the first biometric data prior to processing the first biometric data and the first personal key through 
the irreversible cryptographic algorithm. 

3. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 further comprising generating a second variant 
from the second biometric data prior to processing the second biometric data and the second 
personal key through the irreversible cryptographic algorithm. 

4. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 further comprising processing the first biomerric 
data through a secondary irreversible cryptographic algorithm prior to processing the first biometric 
data and the second biometric data through the irreversible cryptographic algorithm. 

5. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 further comprising adding salt to the first biometric 
data and the first personal key. 
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6. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 further comprising processing the first personal key 
through a cryptographic algorithm prior to processing the first biometric data and the first personal 
key through the irreversible cryptographic algorithm. 

7. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 further comprising associating a first primary key to 
the first processed data. 

8. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 further comprising associating a second primary key 
to the second processed data. 

9. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 wherein receiving the first biometric data and the 
first personal key occurs during an enrollment process. 

10. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 wherein receiving the second biometric data and 
the second personal key occurs during an authentication process, 

11. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 wherein generating a signal includes issuing a 
confirmation signal when the second processed data matches the first processed data. 

12. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 11 wherein issuing a confirmation signal allows 
access to a facility. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 11 wherein issuing a confirmation signal allows 
access to a system. 

14. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 wherein generating a signal includes issuing a 
rejection signal when the second processed data does not match the first processed data. 

15. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 further comprising storing the first processed data 
in a database. 
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16. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 15 wherein the database includes a plurality of first 
processed data. 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for processing data comprising: 
receiving biometric data and a personal key; 

processing the biometric data [[and]} combined with the personal key through an irreversible 
cryptographic algorithm to form a processed data; [[and]] 

eliminaring alt storage or trace of th eJanmetric data and pe rsonal key in an unprocessed 
form: and 

comparing the processed data to secondary dat a r without accessing the processed data in an 
unprQqqpse.d_farm Jn,order to enable authentication of the biometric data and personal key injj 
confidential manner. 

18. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 17 further comprising generating a variant from the 
biometric data prior to processing the biometric data and the personal key through the irreversible 
cryptographic algorithm. 

19. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 17 further comprising processing the biometric data 
through a secondary irreversible cryptographic algorithm prior to processing the biometric data and 
the personal key through the irreversible cryptographic algorithm. 

20. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 17 further comprising adding salt to the biometric 
data and the personal key prior to processing the biometric data and the personal key through the 
irreversible cryptographic algorithm. . 

21. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 17 wherein receiving the biometric data and the 
personal key occurs during an authentication process. 

22. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 17 furdier comprising associating a primary key with 
the biometric data and the personal key. 
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23. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 17 wherein the secondary data includes a secondary 
biometric data and a secondary personal key. 

24. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 23 wherein the secondary biometric data and the 
secondary personal key is received during an enrollment: process. 

25. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 17 further comprising generating a signal 
corresponding to the comparison of the processed data to the secondary data. 

26. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 25 wherein generating a signal includes issuing a 
confirmation message when the processed data matches at least a portion of secondary data. 

27. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 25 wherein generating a signal includes issuing a 
denial message when the processed data does not match at least a portion of secondary data. 

28. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 25 wherein generating a signal allows entry into a 
facility when the processed data matches the secondary data* 

29. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 25 wherein generating a signal allows entry inro a 
system when the processed data matches the secondary data. 

30. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) For a system for processing data and a computer readable 
medium containing program instructions for execution by a computer for performing the method 
for processing data comprisbg: 

receiving a first biometric data and a first personal key; 

processing the first biometric data [[and]] combined with the first personal key through an 
irreversible cryptographic algorithm to form a first processed data; 

receiving a second biometric data and a second personal key; 

processing the second biometric data [[and]] combined with die second personal key 
through the irreversible cryptographic algorithm to form a second processed data; 

eliminating all storage or trace of the first and second biometric data and personal keys in an 
unprocessed form; 
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comparing the second processed data to the first processed dnta, \githour Accessing the first 
and second processed data in an unprocessed form..in_o_rder to enable authentication of the first and 
second biometric data and_persona]_keys in a confidential manner : and 

generating a signal pertaining co the comparison of the second processed data to the first 
processed data for use in an authentication process . 

31- (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 30 
further comprising generating a first variant from the first biomeiric data prior to processing die first 
biometric data and the first personal key through the irreversible cryptographic algorithm. 

32. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 30 
further comprising generating a second variant from the second biometric data prior to processing 
the second biometric data and the second personal key through the irreversible cryptographic 
algorithm. 

33- (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 30 
further comprising processing the first biometric data through a secondary irreversible cryptographic 
algorithm prior to processing the first biometric data and the second biometric data through the 
itroversible cryptographic algorithm. 

34, (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 30 
further comprising adding salt to the first biometric data and the first personal key prior to 
processing the first biometric data and the second biometric data through the irreversible 
cryptographic algorithm. 

35- (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 30 
further comprising processing the first personal key through a reversible cryptographic algorithm 
prior to processing the first biometric data and the first personal key through the irreversible 
cryptographic algorithm. \ 

36. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 30 
further comprising associating a first primary key to the first processed data. 
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37. (ORIGINAL) T he compurer readable medium. for performing the merhod of claim 30 
further comprising associating a second primary key to the second processed data. 

38. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 30 
wherein receiving the first biomeoric data and the first personal key occurs during an enrollment 
process. 

39. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 30 
wherein receiving the second biometric data and die second personal key occurs during an 
authentication process. 

40. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 30 
wherein generating a signal includes issuing a confirmation signal when the second processed data 
matches the first processed data, 

41. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 40 
wherein issuing a confirmation signal allows access to a facility. 

42. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 40 
wherein issuing a confirmation signal allows access to a system. 

43. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the mediod of claim 30 
wherein generating a signal includes issuing a rejection signal when the second processed data does 
not match the first processed data. 

44. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for perfonxung the method of claim 30 
furdier comprising storing the first processed data in a database. 

45. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 44 
wherein the database includes a plurality of first processed data. 
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46. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) For a system for processing data and a computer readable 
medium containing program instructions for execution by a computer for performing the method 
for processing data comprising: 

receiving biornetric data and a personal key; 

processing the biometric data [[and]] combined with the personal key through an irreversible 
cryptographic algorithm to form a processed data; [[and]] 

eliminating all storage or trace of the biometric data an d personal key in an unprocessed 
form: and 

comparing the processed data to secondary dat a, without accessin g the processed data in an 
unprocessed form, in order to enable authentication of the bio metric data and personal key in a 
confidential manger , 

47. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 46 
further comprising generating a variant from the biometric data prior to processing the biometric 
data and the personal key through the irreversible cryptographic algorithm. 

48. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 46 
further comprising processiag the biometric data through a secondary irreversible cryptographic 
algorithm prior to processing the biometric data and the personal key through the irreversible 
cryptographic algorithm. 

49. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 46 
further comprising adding salt to the biometric data and the personal key prior co processing the 
biometric data and the personal key through the irreversible cryptographic algorithm. 

50. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 46 
wherein receiving the biometric data and the personal key occurs during an authentication process. 

51. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 46 
further comprising associating a primary key with the biometric data and the personal key. 
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52. (ORIGINAL) The computet readable medium for performing the method of claim 46 
wherein the secondary data includes a secondary biometric data and a secondary personal key. 

53. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 52 
wherein che secondary biometric data and the secondary personal key is received during an 
enrollment process, 

54. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the mediod of claim 46 
further comprising generating a signal corresponding to the comparison of the processed data to the 
secondary data, 

55. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 54 
wherein generating a signal includes issuing a confirmation message when the processed data 
matches at least a portion of secondary data. 

56. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 54 
wherein generating a signal includes issuing a denial message when the processed data does not 
match at least a portion of secondary data. 

57. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 54 
wherein generating a signal allows entry into a facility when the processed data matches the 
secondary data. 

58. (ORIGINAL) The computer readable medium for performing the method of claim 54 
wherein generating a signal allows entry into a system when the processed data matches the 
secondary data. 
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